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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the communication in response to the Amendments/Remarks filed on 
September 16, 2010, for application, titled: "System and Method for Financial 
Instrument Pre-Qualification and Offering". 

Status of the Claims 

2. Claims 14, 19, 26, 27, and 31 have been amended. No claim has been 
cancelled. Accordingly, claims 1-31 remain pending and have been examined. 

Priority 

3. This application claims the priority of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 
60/407,696, filed on 09/04/2002, is acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement (old) 

4. In the last Office Action, Examiner requested Applicant to point out which 
references listed in the IDS are more specifically relevant to the invention. However, 
Applicant has not yet replied. 



Drawings Objections 

5. The drawings are objected to because figures 1 and 2 do not show any labels. 
The figures only show the numbers in the boxes without any label to explain what the 
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boxes mean. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
6. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 (old) 

7. With respect to the rejection of claims 1 and 12, Examiner searched Applicant's 
specification and did not identify any information that describes the "receiving unit", "first 
interface unit", "second interface unit", and "third interface unit" are configured on 
hardware. Examiner suggests that Applicant adds the phrase of " a processor ," after 
"comprising:" and before the "a receiving unit", and also adds the phrase of "on a 
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hardware" after the phrases of "a receiving unit configured", "a first interface unit 
configured", "a second interface unit configured", and "a third interface unit configured" 
(i.e. "a receiving unit configured on a hardware") to assure the claims meet the 
requirements. Claim 12 is also required to be amended the same to meet the 
requirements. 

8. With respect to the rejection of claim 3, Examiner withdraws the rejection; 
however, no patentable weight will be given to this limitation due to the reason that it 
does not fall into one of the four recognized statutory categories under 35 USC 1 01 . 

9. With respect to the rejection of claims 1 4 and 31 , Applicant has amended the 
claims in an effort to overcome the rejection. However, Examiner still suggests that 
Applicant amends the phrase of "a method" in the preamble of claims 14 and 31 to "a 
computer-implement method" to show that the methods are implemented via a 
computer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

10. Applicant has clarified the confusion. Hence, the rejection is withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-31 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 3. Claims 1 -31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Vasic 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0034676) ("Vasic"). 

14. As per claim 14, Vasic teaches a method for offering financial instruments to 
pre-qualified consumers, comprising: 

receiving from a database information related to personal identification 
information associated with a consumer who is a customer of at least one of a financial 
institution and an entity associated with the financial institution (see Vasic, par. 68 
"employee", Figure 1 . Examiner notes that the "employee" is the same as the 
"consumer" of the Applicant's invention), the consumer personal identification 
information being received prior to a consumer contact (see Vasic, Figure 4/steps 1-2 
"employee information is given to payroll service and/or employer", "payroll service 
and/or employer forwards employee information to payroll access company", par. 26 
"the payroll access company can a large master account with funds sufficient to cover 
payroll access for numerous employees and have separate sub accounts for individual 
employees that remain empty and inactive until an employee requests access"); 
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a programmable processor inquiring a third party based on the received 
information related to the consumer personal identification information whether the 
consumer has been pre-qualified for a financial instrument, the financial instrument 
associated with the financial institution, wherein the pre-qualification is based at least in 
part on a first consumer file (see Vasic, par. 26 "master account", Figure 4/step 3 
"payroll access company gathers information on employees". Examiner notes that the 
"payroll access company" is the same as the "third party" of the Applicant's invention); 

receiving pre-qualification data from the third party wherein the pre-qualification 
data relates to a determination of whether a consumer identifier associated with the 
consumer is contained in a suppression database (see Vasic, Figure 4/step 3 "payroll 
access company gathers information on employees". Examiner notes that the 
"information gathered" is the same as the "suppression database" of the Applicant's 
invention), wherein the suppression database comprises a plurality of second consumer 
files, each of the second consumer files linked to a unique consumer identifier (see 
Vasic, par. 26 "secondary payroll access resource such as a sub-account of the master 
account", Figure 4/step 3 "determines payroll access ATM card limit then forwards the 
pertinent information to bank"), wherein the second consumer files comprise 
suppression information relating to a determination that the consumer associated with 
the second consumer file is no longer qualified to be offered one or more of the pre- 
qualified financial instruments stored in the first consumer file (see Vasic, Figure 4/step 
3 "determines payroll access ATM card limit"); 
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the programmable processor requesting data periodically for requalification of the 
consumer prior to a consumer contact to reduce a likelihood of offering a financial 
instrument for which a consumer is no longer qualified (see Vasic, Figure 4/step 3 
"gathers information on employees', par. 26 "the sub-accounts for each individual 
employees remain empty and inactive until an employee requests access", par. 27 
"access to payroll access resource is provided to the employee on demand"); and 

the programmable processor offering the consumer the financial instrument for 
which he or she is pre-qualified (see Vasic, par. 28 "the amount to the employee is 
limited based upon each individual's normal paycheck", par. 53 "the payroll access 
resource is a line of credit tied to the employee's payroll"), if the received pre- 
qualification data from the third party indicates that the consumer is pre-qualified for a 
financial instrument (see Vasic, Figure 4/step 4 "bank issues payroll access ATM card 
to employee"), 

wherein the standards for the consumer pre-qualification are set by the financial 
institution (see Vasic, par. 68 "the access can be provided by establishing an account at 
a bank", Figure 1/ "third party bank"). 

1 5. As per claim 15, Vasic teaches wherein pre-qualification of the consumer 
comprises checking at least one of the credit rating of the consumer, the income level of 
the consumer, the debt level of the consumer and the payment history of the consumer 
with the financial institution (see Vasic, par. 28 "the amount to the employee is limited 
may be based on the employee's normal paycheck, the relative risk of loss or non- 
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payment", "the employee's financial history or employment history at the time of the 
request", Figure 4/step 3, par. 53 "the payroll access resource is a line of credit tied to 
the employee's payroll"). 

As per claim 16, Vasic teaches wherein pre-qualification of the consumer occurs 
prior to receipt of the consumer personal identification information (see Vasic, par. 26 
"the payroll access company can keep a large master account with funds sufficient to 
cover payroll access for numerous employees and have separate sub accounts for 
individual employees that remain empty and inactive until an employee requests 
access"). 

As per claims 17-18, Vasic teaches wherein the third party maintains consumer 
information in files indexed by a unique identifier, and wherein the unique identifier 
relates to the personal identification information of the consumer (see Vasic, Figure 
4/step 3 "social security number, "ATM card access code"). 

As per claim 19, Vasic teaches further comprising the programmable processor 
offering the financial instrument to the consumer only if the consumer credit rating 
meets or exceeds a pre-determined condition (see Vasic, par. 28, 67 "the website and 
materials available on the website could serve as proof of income and for loans, credit 
card companies", par. 53 "the payroll access resource is a line of credit tied to the 
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employee's payroll", par. 70 "credit card company acts as the payroll access company", 
Figure 3). 

As per claims 20-21, Vasic teaches wherein the financial instrument comprises 
any financial instrument for which credit information relating to the consumer is 
predictive (see Vasic, par. 53 "the payroll access resource is a line of credit tied to the 
employee's payroll", par. 70, Figure 3), and wherein the financial instrument comprises 
at least one of a car loan, boat loan, loan on investment property, margin account, 
business loan, second mortgage, home equity line of credit, consumer loan, transaction 
card, credit card, loyalty card, co-branded credit card, debit card, rewards card, smart 
card, mutual fund or insurance (see Vasic, par. 5 "short term loans", par. 8 "loan", par. 
67 "the website and materials available on the website could serve as proof of income 
and for loans, credit card companies"). 

As per claim 22, Vasic teaches wherein the consumer is offered the financial 
instrument only if one or more pre-determined conditions are met (see Vasic, par. 28 
"the amount to the employee is limited may be based on the employee's normal 
paycheck, the relative risk of loss or non-payment", "the employee's financial history or 
employment history at the time of the request", par. 53 "the payroll access resource is a 
line of credit tied to the employee's payroll", Figure 4/step 3 "gathers information on 
employees", "determines payroll access ATM card limit"). 
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As per claim 23, Vasic teaches wherein the consumer personal identification 
information is obtained when the consumer makes contact comprises a purchase from a 
merchant (see Vasic, par. 26 "sub accounts for individual employees remain empty and 
inactive until an employee requests access"). 

As per claim 24, Vasic teaches wherein the consumer personal identification 
information is obtained through contact comprises one of a communication from a 
business partner of the financial institution or a communication directly to the financial 
institution (see Vasic, par. 68-70, 72-74, Figures 1-3, 5-7). 

As per claim 25, Vasic teaches wherein consumer personal identification 
information is obtained through a telephone call or contact over a computer network 
(see Vasic, par. 68-70, 72-74, Figures 1-3, 5-7). 

As per claim 26, Vasic teaches further comprising the programmable processor 
offering the financial instrument only upon the acceptance of any terms and conditions 
related to the financial instrument by the consumer (see Vasic, par. 5 "short term loans". 
Examiner notes that if the consumer does not accept the terms and conditions, the 
financial instruments will not be offered). 
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As per claim 27, Vasic teaches further comprising the programmable processor 
offering the financial instrument to the consumer only if the identity of the consumer is 
authenticated (see Vasic, par. 68, Figure 4/step 3 "gathers information on employees"). 

As per claim 28, Vasic teaches wherein authenticating the consumer comprises 
favorable comparison of stored consumer information to consumer personal 
identification information (see Vasic, par. 68, Figure 4/step 3 "gathers information on 
employees"). 

As per claim 29, Vasic teaches wherein the consumer personal identification 
information comprises at least one of a calling telephone number, a PIN, a password, a 
biometric or any other information known or held by the consumer and generally not 
known to the public that can be used to authenticate the consumer (see Vasic, Figure 
4/step 3). 

As per claim 30, Vasic teaches wherein authentication is performed by the third 
party (see Vasic, par. 68-70, 72-74, Figure 1-3, 5-7 "third party"). 

16. As per claim 31, this claim is similar to claim 14 except that it includes the 
limitation of "wherein further the financial instrument comprises any financial instrument 
for which credit information relating to the consumer is predictive" which is the limitation 
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in claim 20. Hence, this claim is rejected under the same rationale provided in claims 
14 and 20 (see discussion above). 

17. As per claim 1, this claim written in system form is similar to claim 14 except that 
it includes the interface units for receiving data, database for managing data, and the 
limitation of "wherein the pre-qualification data relates to at least one financial 
instrument associated with ..." (see Vasic, par. 68 and Figure 1). Hence, it is rejected 
under the same rationale provided in claim 14. 

18. As per claim 2, this claim written in system form corresponds to claims 17 and 

18. Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claims 17 and 18. 

19. As per claim 3, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 25. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 25. 

20. As per claim 4, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 25. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 25. 

21 . As per claims 5-6, these claims written in system form correspond to claim 27. 
Hence, they are rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 27. 
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22. As per claim 7, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 29. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 29. 

23. As per claim 8, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 27. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 27. 

24. As per claim 9, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 15. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 15. 

25. As per claim 10, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 19. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 19. 

26. As per claim 11, this claim written in system form corresponds to claim 26. 
Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 26. 

27. As per claim 12, this claim written in system form is similar to claim 31 except 
that it includes the limitation of 'where a consumer having a unique identifier ...that is 
linked to the unique identifier of the consumer" which is the limitation in claims 17 and 
18. Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claims 31, 17, and 18. 

28. As per claim 13, this claim written in system form corresponds to claims 17 and 
18. Hence, it is rejected under the same rationale provided in claims 17 and 18. 
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Conclusion 

29. Claims 1-31 are rejected. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAI TRAN whose telephone number is (571)272-7364. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-4 PM. 

31 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3694 

/H. TV 

Examiner, Art Unit 3694 
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